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Dear Friends and Compatriots, Ladies and Gentlemen 

First, on behalf of the Eritrean Political Forces I would like to thank the Eritrean Yiakil 

Movement in Southern California for organizing this 30th Year Anniversary of Eritrean  

Independence Day. I would like to convey a national salute to you all form the Eritrean Political 

Forces.  And we are very grateful for your invitation to join you on this auspicious occasion.  

Of course, I am from Southern California and I am also here as a member of the community. I 

send my greeting to many of my friends who are here in the Zoom meeting.  

Just to mention, the Eritrean Political Forces are the preeminent Eritrean opposition political 

organizations and umbrella groups that have gotten together to coordinate their efforts in the 

struggle for democratic change in Eritrea. They have been conducting their national struggle 

under a joint effort through committees and task forces, including in the areas of diplomatic 

affairs, media, mass mobilization, financial affairs, and intelligence activities.  Members of the 

coordination effort are: 

ENCDC: Eritrean National Council for Democratic Change;  

      ኤርትራዊ ሃገራዊ ባይቶ ንደሞክራስያዊ ለውጢ (ኤሃባደለ)   

ENF: Eritrean National Front; ኤርትራዊ ሃገራዊ ግንባር (ኤሃግ)  

EPDP: Eritrean People’s Democratic Party; ሰልፊ ዲሞክራሲ ህዝቢ ኤርትራ (ሰዲህኤ) 

OEU: Organization of Eritrean Unity; ውድብ ሓድነት ኤርትራውያን  

RSADO: Red Sea Afar Democratic Organization; ዲሞክራሲያዊ ውድብ ዓፋር ቀይሕ ባሕሪ  

 

Their goal is to create a coalition umbrella to advance the needs and aspirations of its people. I 

am happy to say, we are in the verge of accomplishing this goal. 
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Dear Eritrean Compatriots, Ladies and Gentlemen 

Today marks the anniversary of our nation's Independence Day, which we have affirmed with great 

sacrifices that consumed thousands of our martyrs and heroes. Today is a precious day to evaluate 

the thirty years that Eritrea has been liberated form a foreign power, Ethiopia. For the past three 

decades of our liberation, however, our people have not been free. It has been under a grave 

oppression and in a serious danger by the dictatorial regime in our country that hijacked the desires 

and aspirations of the Eritrean people.  

If you allow me, I would like to spend a moment reflecting on what went wrong in Eritrea the last 

30 years since independence.  Furthermore, I would like to ponder and contemplate what terrifying 

future trajectories await Eritrea if, collectively, the good people of Eritrea and the international 

community, are not able or willing to manage and control the natural sequence of events that could 

potentially result in the loss of our hard-fought liberation that so many of our great men and 

women sacrificed for. 

As we virtually gather here today, the sad story to be told is, again and again, Eritrea has been 

independent for 30 years, however its people have not been free. So, the subject of our discussion 

should be “Eritrea: 30 Years of Independence but Still No Freedom,” to paraphrase a tagline 

eloquently put by Amnesty International in its report in 2012. [1] 

Here are some the grim facts about Eritrea’s 30 years of independence: Eritrea is “A Giant Prison.” 

[2] Indeed: there are over 10,000 political prisoners in Eritrea. As we recently saw in a smuggled 

out hidden camara footage by PBS, some of them have been rotting in prison for the entire 30 

years life of this independent nation. There is no record that any of these political prisoners have 

ever been given any due process of law. No charges, no trials, no access to a lawyer, no appeal 

process, nothing. It is a fact that there is no independent judiciary in Eritrea, and there are no 

avenues to legally challenge this system of arbitrary detention. [2] 

Of course, to house these ever-growing political prisoners, there is an extensive network of prisons 

and detention centers estimated at over 200 in Eritrea. These include large prison facilities, smaller 

high security prisons, prisons within military camps and police stations, and even shipping 

containers. What is common is they all are designed to terrorize, torture, and inflict the harshest 

and most inhumane treatment of the Eritrean people. 

Another set of facts: There is no constitution, no election for any higher office, no democracy, no 

freedom of press, no freedom of assembly, no freedom of religion, no freedom of movement, no 

due process of law, no civil liberties, no civil rights, no human rights, and no national assembly.  

That is Eritrea today. 

Another fact: The Eritrean Government is a totalitarian government, pure and simple. According to 

the dictionary, a totalitarian government is “[a] political system where the state recognizes no 

limits to its authority and strives to regulate every aspect of public and private life wherever 

feasible. Totalitarian regimes stay in political power through an all-encompassing propaganda 

disseminated through the state-controlled mass media, a single party that is often marked by 

personality cultism, control over the economy, regulation and restriction of speech, mass 

surveillance, and widespread use of terror.” That is the definition of the government of Eritrea as 

well.   

What the people of Eretria fought and liberated their country was for democracy, for justice, and 

for freedom; and to create a “government of the people, by the people, for the people”.  Instead, 

what the Eritrean people got is, “a government of one-person, by one-person, for one-person” that 

is a dictatorship.   



3  

Another fact: Eritrea has been the highest per capita producer of political refugees in the world.  

This is not a record to be proud of. Before the war in Tigray seven month ago, the UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimated over 4,000 Eritreans are fleeing their country 

every month. There were over 200,000 new Eritrean refugees in Ethiopia and Sudan before the 

war.  Over 90% of those arriving to the refugee camps were between 18 to 24 years old youth.  

Young people have been fleeing their country escaping indefinite national service conscription. 

Families of those who flee face reprisals, harassment, fines and imprisonment. [3] And of course 

we all know the faith of many of these young Eritrean refugees, the suffering, torture, rape, killing, 

extortions, and death at the hands of human traffickers and human organ dealers. In the last 30 

years, the world has been witnessing the worst human tragedies with scores of Eritreans, children, 

mothers, families, old and young, perishing in the Mediterranean Sea.    

And of course, over the past seven months, there has been a large-scale civil war within Ethiopia, 

and it is a fact now that the dictatorial regime of Eritrea has been a key participant in the war.  The 

regime  has been an instigator of the war on the side of the Federal Government of Ethiopia against 

the TPLF. This has put our country and our young people in a great danger, leave alone the people 

of Tigray, and the over 100,000 Eritrean refugees that lived in the various refugee camps in the 

Tigray region. The regime’s interference is causing death and destruction in Tigray and has planted 

an unthinkable hatred with our neighbors and brothers, the Tigray People. This is done for the sole 

reason to prolong the life of the dictatorial regime in Eritrea. 

From day one, the Eritrean Political Forces had strongly condemned the interference of the 

Eritrean regime in the affairs of our neighbors. We continue to strongly oppose the actions of the 

Eritrean regime and we call for its immediate and complete withdrawal from Ethiopia. We applaud 

and support the international community for its strong stand and demand for the immediate 

secession of hostilities in the Tigray region, and an immediate withdrawal of the Eritrean regime’s 

troops from Ethiopia. We also call for a full and open investigation by an independent international 

commission of the unimaginable atrocities that has been committed on the people of Tigray and the 

Eritrean refugees in Tigray, and bringing the perpetuators to the international criminal court.   

 

Dear Eritrean Compatriots, Ladies and Gentlemen 

Given this state-of-affairs in Eritrea, our struggle for democratic change continues.  It 
continues even more vigorously than ever.   

With the passage of time and the changing of the geopolitical conditions in the horn-of-Africa, 
there has been clear and strong call for change in our strategies and tactics in the struggle for 
democratic change in Eritrea.  It has been a high time that we readjust, reform, retool, 
restructure, and rethink our movement.  Luckily, in some corners of our movement, some of 
this rethinking of the way-forward in our struggle is happening.  The effort of the Eritrean 
Political Forces and the Yiakil movements are such actions to try to forge a united front to 
bring needed change in Eritrea.  

In rethinking our strategies, the first area that we need great focus is that the human rights 
and human dignity of our Eritrean people are the core values that need to be protected and 
defended for.  The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), that consist of 30 
principles, was put in effect by the United Nations in 1948. This UDHR has been the 
foundational principle of governance in every corner of the globe and is also the cornerstone 
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of all international laws.  These human rights principles are missing in their entirety in 
Eritrea.  Additionally, in Eritrea, we also have specific human rights issues such as refugee 
repatriation, land equity, and ethnic identity questions that need to be addressed.  We in the 
movement need to internalize these principles as core-value principles of our struggle.  

Second, the central cause of the suffering of our people at the hands of the dictator has also 
been the lack of justice and rule-of-law in Eritrea.  Bringing justice and rule-of-law in Eritrea 
is another core-value principle of our struggle.   

Third, what is also missing in some corners of our struggle is national harmony.  National 
harmony is the recognition and appreciation of the diversity of the Eritrean people, and the 
action taken to actively bring harmony through confidence building actions, conflict 
resolutions, and reconciliations.  The richness of Eritrea’s diversity –  religious, ethnic, 
reginal, language, and other differences – all are Eritrea’s beauty and strength.  However, 
most of the time, the tendencies are to use these diversities to divide ourselves and to work 
against each other’s interests.  For this reason, these diversities have been viewed as 
obstacles for our struggle and it is something to be ignored for political expediency. In the 
contrary, our goal now should be to create national harmony by recognizing and celebrating 
our diversity and again internalizing these principles in our actions and efforts.   

In concluding my remarks, I again would like to thank you for inviting us to celebrate this 
auspicious occasion with you.  I thank you all for listening. 

Long live Eritrean Martyrs! 
Long live our heroes of the Eritrean struggle! 
God bless Eritrea!  
 

Eritrean Political Forces, 

Dr. Mohammed Behsir 

May 23, 2021 


